October 2015

From the Principal’s Desk

It's hard to believe the first quarter of school has come and gone!

Thank you to everyone that came out and supported our Fall Festival and Bath
County Fair. It was a cold and rainy weekend but we still had great attendance
and lots of fun. Many of our students won ribbons and prize money with their en-
tries in the fair.

As we look to the second quarter, we have many exciting events continuing to
happen. The Halloween Parade, MES Book Fair, the Academic Banquet and the
next CFE movie night are just a few of the upcoming events. | encourage you to
keep an eye on the school calendar and website for details on these upcoming
events.

| look forward to seeing all of you at MES as the school year progresses. As al-
ways, | am available if you need me. Please feel free to call or email me with any
guestions, concerns or comments. You can also call and schedule an appoint-
ment.

Thanks for all that you do for our students and school!  AllLison Hickelin

Preschool-Mrs. Brunner
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Kindergarten-Mrs. Armstrong

The
entire
school met in the lobby to discuss
the Freedom Flag and its meaning
in connection with the 911 attacks
on our country in 2001. We re-
turned to the room and talked about
the USA flag and made flags with
different materials. We made a flag
with  construction paper strips,
playdough and unifix cubes. The
class did a great job. During Fire
Prevention Week October 5-11, we
discussed
what to do
in the
event of a
fire. The
students
were en-
couraged
to go home and talk with their fami-

lies about doing fire drills at home
and to have a place to meet outside
to assure all family members were
safe. We also practiced what to do
if our clothes should catch on fire.
They did great with learning how to
stop, drop and roll. We ended our
—, : . study by
visiting the

¥ Fire De-
: partment

\ " ; on Tues.,

- =9 Oct.  6th.

e B 1 the st

dents were such good listeners

while walking and at the fire house.

Fire Fighters Billy Grimm, Jeff
Grimm and Rhonda Grimm did a
good job of showing the students
their turnout gear for fighting fires.
Jeff was great in explaining many of
the duties of the fire department
and in giving us a tour of the build-
ing. The students had a chance to
spray water. When asked what their
favorite thing was about the trip,
many responded spraying water.
The fire department also gave each

Second Grade-Mrs. Hepler

student a goodie bag filled with a
football and other neat items for the
students. What a wonderful thing to
do for our students. We thank the
fire department for their constant
support for our community and their
generous hospitality in allowing us
to visit them each year.

We also studied Monarch butter-
flies. Mrs. Whitson gave our class
three Monarch caterpillars. We fed
them many milkweed leaves and

watched 1 g S i
them go o

through the

stages in

becoming a

beautiful

butterfly. We '
ended up with three butterflies with
two of them being boys and one of
them a girl. The class enjoyed let-
ting the butterflies go to start their
trip to a warmer place for the winter.

This nine weeks has been packed
with adventures from establishing
behavior routines, to learning about
our state, our Nation and explorers.

Students started their adventures
by learning the address where they
live in Virginia to learning about Vir-
ginia and their neighboring states.
They then learned about the United
States and all the wonderful places
they could visit from the Atlantic
Ocean, to the Mississippi River, to
the Sequoia trees in California, the
Great Plains and much more.

Students learned to appreciate their
love of nature by looking closely at
plants and seeing their purpose.
They saw how plants grow. They
saw the importance of plants for our
oxygen and how the food chain
works. They really enjoyed watch-

ing their bean seed grow each day.
They enjoyed making projects like
constructing Virginia out of acorns.
Students collected caterpillars. We
had a male and a female monarch
butterfly.

In Reading we read many books to
support our adventures. We made
Venn Diagrams, learned about the
5W'’s, and learned how to sequence
a story.

We learned how to write Beginning,
Middle and End. We predicted
things in a story, we learned to visu-
alize what we were hearing in the
story and put these pictures into
writings. We will continue to work
on these skills throughout the year.
We are working on Long vowels
and their vowel patterns.

Math was filled with strategies to
add more efficiently. We learned
how to round numbers. We
learned how to add single, 2 digit
and three digit numbers with re-
grouping.

In Science we will learn about
ocean animals and magnets.

Second grade is a busy place. |
am super proud of the progress the
students are making. Keep it up!
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First Grade-Mrs. Whitson

First grade students were very busy
the  first  nine o

weeks of school.|
In  addition to
learning ALL the
new routines,
rules, and expec- |
tations  of  first =
grade, there have
been many enjoy-
able learning activities that have
kept them engaged. One such ac-
tivity is retelling stories in order,
with a good beginning, middle and
end. Two of our favorite stories
were Brown Bear, Brown Bear,

What Do You See? by Bill Martin
Jr., and The Very Hungry Caterpil-
lar by Eric Carle.

First graders
each had a
character
part for the
book, Brown
Bear,

Brown
What Do You See? After

Bear,

practicing a few days, we did a
short skit for the kindergarten class,
Mrs. Armstrong and Mrs. Hicklin.
The students did a very nice job
remembering their character and
reciting the story.

In retelling the story, The Very
Hungry Caterpillar, each student
had their own set of story pictures.
After re-

reading % Were  hungyl
the story for E

# knowledge i,

and lis-
tening to
it on tape [
several |
times,
the children first practlced retelling
the story to a first grader before
they shared it with each other. | was
very impressed with their recitation
of the story. Each child took their
story pictures home with them so |
hope that they shared the story with
parents and family members.

Our class recently studied the life

cycle of a butterfly, parucularly the
Monarch ; | .
butterfly.
Fortunate-
ly, we were !-‘1'!’ A
able to find [l
several -
caterpillars,
some of which were actually very
small. Using a calendar, we record-
ed our observations as we watched
one particular caterpillar grow into a
much larger larva. After a few days,
the children were excited to see
that first caterpillar crawl to the top
of the container to make its ‘j’ shape
before spinning its chrysalis. Final-
ly, after 17 days, our butterfly
emerged. We released it so that it
could begin its journey south. Over-
all, we eventually had 4 female and
3 male Monarch butterflies!

¢ WA

Third Grade-Mrs. Madison

We are reading about machines in
and out of school! We are taking
AR tests daily on many different
types of books on the classroom
computer and the Kunos. Our class
was able to participate in the Read
for the Record program with Ms.
Forbes. She read Not Norman and
we had
goldfish
for a
shack.
Our Scho-
lastic
News has
many
great vide-
os that we can't wait to view each
week. In Soc. St. we had fun play-
ing a tic-tac-toe game on explorers
to help us review for our quiz. We
had fun with the Science Rocks

musical team who helped us write a
song about metamorphosis which
we performed for the school. The |
Can Man program was one of the
many activities we participated in
during Bullying Prevention Month.
We want to thank the EDA for our
book bags, pencils, bumper sticker,
cookies and the plague for the
school.

The 2™ 9
weeks will find
us just as
busy. In math
we will be
working on
addition, sub-
traction, mon-
ey, and time.

1T

Science time will be spent on habi-
tats and the states of matter. Pil-
grims, the beginning of our country,
and pioneers will be our topics in
Social Studies. In Language Arts
we will be writing letters, learning to
spell more and more words, and
continuing to work in the handwrit-
ing book along with making more
entries in our writing journals. In
reading we will be preparing for our
talent show and continuing to read
interesting stories and books.
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Fourth Grade-Ms. Manion

Fourth grade spent the
beginning of the school
year working on under-
standing place value so
numbers could be round-
ed and compared. Place
value also serves as the
foundation for the basic operations
of addition, subtraction, multiplica-
tion, and division. We worked on
understanding subtraction by sub-
tracting with base ten blocks.
We've been practicing addition and
subtraction as we work on estimat-
ing sums and differences using
front-end estimation and breaking
apart. We've done a little bit of
work on graphs and measuring
mass. In addition, we've worked on
numerical patterns and equality in
equations. We will continue work-
ing on equality in equations and
patterns in the second nine weeks.
We will continue working on multi-
plication and division in the second
nine weeks. The majority of our
work on multiplication and division
will happen during the second nine
weeks. It would help your student if
you review the basic multiplication
facts with them. They will need to
know them for years. We will also
work on elapsed time during the
second nine weeks.

sy

Reading in fourth grade works on
comprehension. We worked on
visualizing what we read. We
worked on identifying external text
features such as titles, maps,
graphs, pictures, captions, and the
review questions. We used those

History & 7th Grade

text features to predict what is in
the text. We are currently working
on identifying the main idea and
supporting details. That work will
continue into the second nine
weeks. In addition, we will continue
to work on understanding cause
and effect. Furthermore, we are
pulling information out of the text to
prove the author’s purpose. We will
work on problem and solution as
well as sensory details during the
second nine weeks. We also cover
media messages during the second
nine weeks.

Fourth graders pulled out their
memories to start writing for the
year. There were several different
memories they wrote about over a
few weeks. They also worked on
writing a nonfiction or expository
piece about how the Virginia Indi-
ans got their food in each season.
Plus, they have written several sto-
ries. We've talked about nouns,
verbs, and different kinds of sen-
tences this nine weeks. We will
bring up adjectives, adverbs, and
pronouns during the second nine
weeks.

Science is difficult because we
study the scientific method during
the first nine weeks. We worked on
learning what an inference, obser-
vation, conclusion, and prediction
are. We have conducted several
science experiments attempting to
follow the scientific method. We
work on making a hypothesis as an
“if then” statement. We also stud-

Math-Mr. Crawford

ied plant parts and their jobs. We
are wrapping up learning about
plants for now with understanding
the parts of a flower, photosynthe-
sis, and plant adaptations. We will
finish that up in the beginning of the
second nine weeks. Usually, we've
already studied water as well. If the
weather stays warm enough, then
we will go ahead and study water in
the beginning of the second nine
weeks. If not, then we will wait.
We will work on weather and ani-
mals during the second nine weeks.

Virginia studies looked at the geog-
raphy of Virginia this nine weeks.
Furthermore, we studied the Virgin-
ia Indians and their way of life. We
are currently starting Jamestown.
We will be studying Jamestown
through colonial Virginia during the
second nine weeks. We might
reach the American Revolution be-
fore the nine weeks ends but that
will be weather dependent.

Fourth grade is studying electricity
with in-school 4-H. Our 4-H meet-
ings are once a month. They elect-
ed officers for the first half of the
year and built circuits. In addition,
Mountain Soil and Water has been
in once a month with experiments.
One of them was an egg experi-
ment that fascinated all of us. We
are recording the phases of the
moon to learn the moon phases.
We had the opportunity to write a
song about the moon phases with
the help of Hazel Ketchum. Every-
one had a lot fun with that.

Halloween already?! Seriously? |
can see it's going to be another one
of those years that just zoom by.
Fifth grade has been doing wonder-
fully! In fact, we've gotten to get
much more involved in our content
because they're doing so well
We've studied the Native Ameri-
cans who lived on our continent
long before we did as well as the
European explorers who met those

Natives some five hundred years
ago. We're about to start on the 13
colonies and how they got their
start. The Revolutionary War is right
around the corner!

Please don't forget to visit my
webpage at
www.mistercrawford.com. Be sure
to click the US History | tab to see
what's happening in fifth grade.

US History Il has been equally as
exciting! The sixth-graders really
seem to be enjoying learning about
the not-so-distant past (maybe as
much as | enjoy teaching it).
They've been catching on to how
some sports teams get their names,
as we've learned about the steel
industry in Pittsburgh, the Gold
Rush of ’49, and the longhorn
steers out west! Fun stuffl We've
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(Mr. Crawford cont...) been
learning about immigration and the
atrocities of the Jim Crow era.
We're headed towards the 20™ cen-
tury and the “war to end all wars.”

Seventh graders in Civics and Eco-
nomics have really impressed me
so far! | love their interest in our

laws and how government works. |
think their weekly current events
assignment has really kept them on
the ball, too, with what's going on
outside of Millboro! Election season
has been perfect for our content as
they’'ve been learning about the
American political process. Next
we're heading in to the three

6th Grade Language Arts-Mrs. Secoy

branches of government.

As far as math goes, these seventh
graders could teach me! They are
so math-minded it's not funny. If
they keep the pace like this, we’ll
get to start Algebra (but don't tell
them that)!

Until next time...

We have spent
the past 9 weeks
working on read-
ing non-fiction and
developing our
core writing skills.
Students learned
that reading non-

fiction requires looking at the exter-
nal text features, determining how
the author organized their writing,
and taking notes to pull out the im-
portant information. We also re-
viewed how to correctly capitalize
and punctuate our sentences. Stu-
dents wrote some amazing narra-

7th Grade Life Science-Mrs. Secoy

tive nonfiction stories!

During the second quarter, students
will apply all of these skills as they
begin researching a topic of their
choosing. Students will put together
a complete research-based essay,
including a Works Cited page! I love
seeing how excited everyone gets

What a
great 1%
quarter we
ol had! We
have al-
ready re-
viewed the
scientific

methods

and learned
all about
how we classify living things. Stu-
dents have begun learning many of

the Latin terms that we use in sci-
ence. Now we're studying cells and
all of their inner-workings!

Already this year, students have
enjoyed several labs. We have
mixed 2 liquids to see if 50mL +
50mL really does make 100mL. (It
didn’'t!) We've also dissected frogs
and found out that their tongues are
really interesting organs. Our class
has explored one of the largest
cells on earth (the chicken egg!)
and we've watched osmosis draw

7th Grade Language Arts-Mrs. Secoy

water across the cell member caus-
ing the shell to crack as the egg
expands. Soon we’ll use chroma-
tography paper to pull the chloro-
phyll out of leaves as they change
colors.

Students have completed the first
piece of their year-long science pro-
ject and are already working on the
second part, as well. It has been
quite an exciting year, already, in
Life Science!

We have spent the past 9 weeks
working on reading non-fiction and
developing our informative writing
skills. Students learned that reading
nonfiction requires looking at the
external text features, determining
how the author organized their writ-
ing, and taking notes to pull out the
important information. We also read
several informative articles and no-
ticed that authors do not use “you”
or “I” when writing to share infor-
mation. We looked at exciting
hooks, and students began to cre-
ate their own informative nonfiction

writing!

During the second quarter, students
will continue to apply these skills as
they begin researching for their de-
bates. We've chosen to debate the
topic “Schools should change to
year-round calendar.” Students will
put together a complete research-
based persuasive essay, including
a Works Cited page and in-text cita-
tion.

Once our research and papers are
complete, we’'ll make note cards
covering the key points and begin

preparing for a formal debate. | can
tell students are already excited
about getting to argue with each
other in class!
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Music Notes-Mrs. Lindsay

It is hard to believe that the first
nine weeks is already over. Stu-
dents have learned so much in Mu-
sic over the past nine weeks. | am
so proud of our students!

Kindergarten students have started
to learn the names of many musical
instruments.  These instruments
have been used to keep the beat of
music. The students have been
exploring their voices: speaking,
shouting, whispering and singing.
They have learned several fun
songs already. Movement to music
has been an important part of our
music classes. Students have
learned to listen to music and know
how the music wants them to move.
Kindergarteners have also explored
fast and slow and loud and soft.
The children’s enthusiasm makes
our classes lots of fun!

First Grade students have been
very busy as well. These students
are working hard to hear and re-
spond to a steady beat. They have
learned lots of fun songs! The chil-
dren have learned to recognize mu-
sic moving from soft to loud and
slow to fast. They have learned to
recognize pitch that is getting high-
er and lower. They are able to do
this visually as well as aurally.
They are excited to be learning
some seasonal songs too.

The second graders have learned
so much. They can recognize a
music staff, a treble clef, and a re-
peat sign. Students are able to fol-
low the words of a song too! Stu-
dents have been learning about

listening maps and are able to play
musical instruments while following
a listening map. This has been so
much fun!  Students have also
learned about quarter notes, quar-
ter rests and eighth notes. Stu-
dents are beginning to understand
how the rhythm fits the words of a
song. They have also learned im-
portant musical words like piano
and forte! Ask them what they
mean! The students have learned
so much but we still have lots and
lots more to learn!

The third graders have started
learning about the families of the
Orchestra. Students have talked
about the Brass family. They are
currently learning about the String
family. Students are learning about
the instruments in each family as
well as the characteristics of the
instruments. Students are learning
to recognize the instruments by
sight and sound. The third graders
are also continuing their study of
musical signs and symbols.

Fourth grade students are learning
about the music staff and the music
alphabet. They are learning to
identify notes as line or space notes
and then figure out their letter
names. Students are also learning
to recognize and understand musi-
cal directions such as repeat signs
and first and second endings. The
students have learned so many
great songs. They really enjoy
singing.

Fifth graders have been busy as
well! The students have been en-

joying the study of different styles of
music. We have talked about Jazz
and Bluegrass so far. The students
are enjoying singing too. These
students are also learning about
musical symbols and directions.

Sixth grade students have been
talking music from other places.
We have learned a couple of Carib-
bean songs. We also talked about
the Steel Drums which originated in
the Caribbean and are made from
the lids of oil drums. We have lis-
tened to and sang songs from Ja-
pan. We learned about the Koto
and the “Fat Drum”. We also con-
tinue to talk about musical symbols
and directions,

Seventh grade have also been
busy. We have talked about
“Music of the Generations”. We
have talked about performers from
several generations. It was fun to
see which performers the students
had heard of! We have talked
about how songs are linked to dif-
ferent places, such as Hang on
Sloopy is used As we move toward
Veterans Day, we learned the histo-
ry of “TAPS”.  Hopefully the stu-
dents will remember that touching
story.

Our Christmas program has been
scheduled for December 8, 2015 at
7:00 in the Millboro Elementary
School gymnasium. Be sure to put
this on your calendar!
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5/6 Grade Math-Ms. Lee

5" and 6™ grade Math Challenge.
Bring the completed problem in
for a prize.

Problem 1

Directions: Using the Four Step
Problem Solving Process (Read,
Plan, Solve, Check), correctly solve
the problem below. Along with your
clearly identified solution, include a
specific, detailed response explain-
ing your problem solving process

and strategy.
Bowl of Cherries

In the middle of the night, my dad
was hungry, so he came downstairs
and ate ¥ of the cherries my moth-
er had put in a bowl. My brother
then came down and ate ¥4 of the
remaining cherries before he went
back to bed. My sister came down
and, you guessed it, she ate more
cherries. In fact, she ate 1/6 of
them. When | came down, | ate
only 1/5 of the remaining cherries.

By the time my mother came down
the next morning, there were only
16 cherries remaining in the bowl.
How many cherries were in the
bowl to start?

Problem Solving Strategy Used:
Act Out or Use Objects
Make a Picture or Diagram
Guess and Check

Use or Make a Table
Make an Organized List
Work Backwards

Use or Look for a Pattern
Use Logical Reasoning
Make It Simpler
Brainstorm

Problem 2

Directions: Using the Four Step
Problem Solving Process (Read,
Plan, Solve, Check), correctly solve
the problem below. Along with your
clearly identified solution, include a
specific, detailed response explain-
ing your problem solving process

and strateqy.

ST

A Row of Triangles

With 1 triangle, the perimeter is 3
units. With a row of 2 connected
triangles, the perimeter is 4 units.
What is the perimeter of a row of 20
triangles? What is the perimeter of
a row of 50 triangles? How could
you find the perimeter of a row with
any given number (n) of triangles?

Problem Solving Strategy Used:

Act Out or Use Objects
Make a Picture or Diagram
Guess and Check

Use or Make a Table
Make an Organized List
Work Backwards

Use or Look for a Pattern
Use Logical Reasoning
Make It Simpler
Brainstorm

ST
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5th Grade Science & Language Arts-Mrs. Bayne

5" grade had an awesome first
quarter in Science class! We have
explored the Scientific Method and
carried out experiments. We had
two visits from Kari Sponaugle, our
4-H agent. During one visit we
learned what 4-H has to offer our
students here at Millboro Elemen-
tary. We elected officers within our
class during the next visit. Mrs.
Reed, with Mountain, Soil and Wa-
ter, visited our Science lab and
helped us carry out experiments
using the Scientific Method. Did

you know that an egg can hold
around 12 pounds worth of class-
room dictionaries stacked on top of
it before it will break? The egg held
the weight due to its arch shaped
structure. We then discussed the
strength of arches, their shapes in
nature and in architectural design.
Thanks for a great head start in Sci-
ence, Mrs. Sponaugle and Mrs.
Reed!

The students in 5™ grade are also
working hard in Language Arts.
One fun thing that we are learning

about is idioms. An idiom is an ex-
pression whose meaning is different
than the meaning of its separate
words. You should never take an
idiom literally. | mean really... does
it truly rain cats and dogs? Can we
really be all ears? No, but we are
learning that 5" grade is a piece of
cake!
b ot
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The Art Room-Miss Craig

Title I-Ms. Forbes

Hello! I'm the art teacher, Kimberly Craig.
This introduction is a bit late, but better
late than never! I'm brand new to Bath
County this year. Workmg with students
. from kindergarten to 12" grade has proven
to be quite the challenge. However, it is
one that is worth doing.

There are a few things that | need for the art room:

Empty egg cartons
Old t-shirts

Old newspapers
Empty cereal boxes

If you have any of these items, I'd greatly appreciate it if
you sent them in!
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Band-Mrs. Hooker

% The Millboro Elementary Bands
*ﬁ&s are working very hard! The fifth
grade band has mastered the ba-
sics of care and maintenance, pos-
ture, horn carriage and note read-
ing! They are now preparing music
for their very first concert! The sixth and sev-
enth grade bands are continuing their work on
major scales, chromatic scales and rudiments.
They are also preparing band arrangements
for their concert performance. Sixth and sev-
enth grade students also have the opportunlty
to audition for All Area Band on Nov. 17". Stu-
dents that choose to audition will need to
spend time practicing their scales, prepared
piece and sight-reading! This is a great op-
portunity to represent MES, learn awesome
new music and meet lots of people from other
schools! The Winter Band Concert will take
place on Wednesday, Dec. 16" at 7pm in
the Bath County High School auditorium!

- - g ki
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Wow! | can't believe that the
first 9 weeks are almost over.
A lot has been going on with
the Title | program and I'm
very proud of the accomplish-
ments that | am seeing with
‘,; our students! | hope to meet
" @ with all of the parents of the
~ students that | work with on
conference day. During this meeting, you will see the
work your child has been involved with and the pro-
gress they have made. | can also offer suggestions
for ways to support your child at home. | will be avail-
able before or after your conference with the class-
room teacher.

Here are a few dates to keep in mind:

< Every 2" Tuesday of the Month — The Bookmo-
bile from the Rockbridge Regional Library Sys-
tem will be at our school from 2:45 — 4:00 pm.

< November 17" from 6:00 to 7:30 pm — MES
Family Reading Night — More information about
this fun-filled night is coming soon!

Remember to read with your child for at least 20
minutes a day!
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@ We just wanted to say thank you @
to all the parents and families
] that came out for National

@) School lunch week! You are @
welcome to join us for a meal

4 ) anytime, if possible please send@
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@ _ anote ahead of time so we can
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@) Also, please discuss with your @&
% child(ren) the expectations about g)
buying extras so that their ac-

@ ~ counts keep a positive balance. )
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